
THE Batwa people of Rwanda
are the oldest recorded
inhabitants of the Great Lakes
region in central Africa. They
once lived peacefully in the
lush forests bordering the
Democratic Republic of
Congo. However, recent years
have thrown their community
into turmoil.

Evicted from their ancestral
land in the drive for national
economic development and
the creation of national parks
to promote tourism, the

Batwa were forced to move
into towns and abandon their
way of life. Left with no land
and no way to earn a living,
they were shunned by many
Rwandans as ignorant ‘forest
people’ and excluded even
from secondary school and
employment. 

Through our local partner,
Justice and Peace in the
Diocese of Cyangugu, we are
helping the Batwa to work
their way out of poverty,
integrate into society and
preserve their rich culture.
We’re paying children’s
school fees and teaching
adults how to read, write and
count. We’re providing
training to help them
understand their rights,
resolve conflict peacefully
and promote health and
hygiene. We’re also providing
loans and grants to help
families set up businesses
and establishing local groups
to help preserve their cultural
traditions. 

Anastasia Mukakayizeri,
60, is one of the Batwa. She

told us:
“When I was young, it was

a very hard life. We were very
poor. We were excluded and
not accepted. We had houses
made of wood and grass and
when it rained, it rained in the
whole house. We hardly had
any food. We only ate once a
day and sometimes wouldn’t
eat at all. Our community was
ignored and excluded. Our
children couldn’t go to school,
they were chased away.”

Then during the horrors of

the Rwandan genocide in
1994 she endured something
unspeakable. 

“All ten of my children died
during the genocide”, she told
us. “We went to the DR Congo
and they died in the refugee
camp. One was shot and the
others all fell sick. Even today
I struggle with losing my
children. I don’t like to think
of it. It’s too difficult.”

Such a loss is almost
beyond comprehension. 

But Anastasia did not give
up. Justice and Peace
Cyangugu gave her a small
loan and training about how
to run a business. With the
loan she was able to establish
a farm which flourishes to
this day and she became a
respected leader in her
community.
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“Today we eat twice a day.

I no longer have to beg for
food. I have enough to eat. I
have clothes to wear. I now
have a sitting room. I even
have a mattress where I
sleep. On Sunday we can go
to church and look smart. It’s
done a very great thing in our
lives.”

Thanks to your support
SCIAF is helping the Batwa
and other vulnerable groups
around the world to work
their way out of poverty,
integrate into society and
preserve their rich culture. We
work with women like
Anastasia all over the world.
Their strength and resilience
are awe inspiring and, with a
just a little support, they can
move mountains. 

This Christmas, as we
cherish our loved ones and
celebrate the season, please
do not ignore the cry of the
poor. Do not forget Anastasia
and the many others who
need our support. 
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‘Civil war took the lives of my 10
children – but you gave me hope’
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Meeting  
for all  

separated, divorced and 
remarried Catholics

on Saturday 8th December at 2.30pm  
in St. Albert’s Church Hall  

180 Albert Drive, Glasgow G41 2NH

parish mass 4.30pm

www.mainheadstones.co.uk

We have 100 different styles
of headstone to choose
from at our showyard
2'6" POLISHED GRANITE
HEADSTONES FROM

£450
0141 641 0088
WHY PAY MORE THAN YOU HAVE TO!
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282 Main Street, Cambuslang,
Glasgow (at Railway Station)

By Alistair Dutton
Director of the Scottish
Catholic International
Aid Fund (SCIAF)
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the final Sunday of whichever
gospel is the one for that year
presents Jesus’ words on the
things to come in the future.
Now, on the first Sunday of
Advent and at the beginning
of a new liturgical year, we
are confronted with the same
ideas, albeit from a different
text. There are several reasons
for this…

First, as one year closes and
another opens, we are re-
minded of the liturgical year’s
cyclical nature. The fact that
we celebrate Christmas and
Easter annually, reminds us
that no matter where we are in
the liturgical calendar, we are
focussed first on the promises
of Jesus and on their fulfil-
ment. 

Jesus’ words in this passage

remind us that a) terrible
things happen through natural
disasters, wars and the like;
and b) that innocent people
suffer at the hands of evil peo-
ple. These however are not
signs that the end of the world
is close. It makes sense then
for us to remind ourselves as
we prepare to reflect again on
the entirety of Jesus’ story, we
do so remembering that as
people of faith, when Jesus re-
turns in glory all will be made
whole. As Paul says in
Romans, “nothing can come
between us and the love of
God made visible in Christ
Jesus our Lord”.   

2nd Sunday of
Advent Year C. 
Luke 3:1–6

In this and next weeks’
gospels, John the Baptist takes
centre stage. Today, his dra-
matic appearance is height-
ened by Luke first setting the
context for John’s ministry
with a ‘who’s who’ among the
great and good in what had
been Israel, but is now in the
hands of the Romans and their
henchmen (Luke had given a
similar background to the
story of Jesus’ birth which
precedes this passage –
Advent’s jumping back and
forward in time keeps us on
our toes!)

There is no mention of
Jesus at all in this passage – an
anomaly which will continue
in next week’s gospel. The
central theme is about prepar-
ing a way for the Lord, as the
prophet had told the Israelites
in exile to do. Metaphorically
speaking, they were to tear
down mountains, and fill in
valleys to remove all barriers
between people and God.
Mountains prevent us from
seeing God; valleys prevent us

by the Angel of the Lord (in
two different passages) or by
Elizabeth and her unborn child
when Mary visits her sister. 

The first section of Advent
varies in length. Depending on
which date the first Sunday of
Advent falls, this first section,
which always includes three
Sundays, may only last for a
little over two weeks, or to just
under three weeks. The 1st
Sunday of Advent has the
theme of the return of the Son
of Man at the end of all things.
Sundays 2 and 3 focus on the
preaching of John the Baptist. 

One final fascinating fact
about Advent: this year the en-
tire season takes place during
December!

1st Sunday of Advent
Year C. 
Luke 21:25–28.
34–36

At first sight, it looks as if the
gospel for the first Sunday of a
new liturgical year is little
more than another evangelist’s
version of the same story from
near the end of the previous
one. Before we reach the
Solemnity of Christ the King,

ADVENT is short this
year. It has four Sun -
days, as every Advent
does, but the fourth
Sunday falls just two
days away from Christ -
mas, meaning that the
first part of Advent is
quite substantially short-
ened. This could do with
some explanation! 

The season of Advent has
two distinct aspects to it, and
these are celebrated in two
distinct parts. It is probably
easier to consider the second
of these first, because this part
is fixed in length and in when
it begins – always on 17
December – and it runs right
up to Christmas. During the
eight days from 17–24
December inclusive the
gospels set the tone of the pe-
riod, because they systemati-
cally tell the stories leading to
the birth of Jesus. There is
only one Advent Sunday at
this stage, and in keeping with
the period, it is always a text
in which the forthcoming birth
of Jesus is announced, either

Open the scriptures of Advent to unlock
the many treasures of Christmas

Canon
Robert 
Hill

from reaching God. We might
see the valleys as the gulf that
exists between us and God, or
between us and other people.
We can fill these in by prayer
and reaching out to those from
whom we have become es-
tranged. Mountains might be
those distractions which blind
us to God’s presence or our
ability to see another human
being as a brother or sister. 

3rd Sunday of
Advent Year C. 
Luke 3:10–18

More John the Baptist. John
chose to model himself on the
prophet Elijah in his rather
bizarre dress code: a coat of
camel hair and a belt; his iso-
lated habitat (the desert); and
his unusual diet (locusts and
wild honey!). John was un-
compromising in his call for
people to change their way of
thinking – literally, to repent,
and he was not averse to
speaking his mind, for exam-
ple when he addressed the
Pharisees as ‘brood of vipers”;
yet John seems very moderate
in his demands. Three groups
of people asked him what they
must do in response to his
preaching. He told to share
what they had with those in
need. Tax collectors were told
they were to collect only what
was their correct rate of tax (it
was widely assumed that tax-
collectors were charging too
much and feathering their own
nests, as the saying goes).
Soldiers who asked how they
were to respond to John’s
preaching were told not to in-
timidate people, nor subject
them to extortion. John’s mes-
sage, the evangelists tells us,
was designed to encourage
people to increase their efforts
and to enable John himself to
announce the Good News. 

Clydebank Co-operative
— Funeral Directors —

ESTABLISHED 1881

Funeral plans
Monumental masonry
24 hour care
Extended payment facilities

11 Hume Street
Clydebank G81 1XL

0141 952 1573

110 Baldwin Avenue
Knightswood G13 2QU

0141 959 8854

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

4th Sunday of Advent
Year C. 
Luke 1:39–44

This is the story known to us
from the Rosary’s joyful mys-
teries as ‘The Visitation’, but
it makes sense to look at the
ways in which this year’s pas-
sage is also an Annunciation.
First, we might note some typ-
ical Luke features. The story
is about two women. We
might take this for granted,
but the first readers of this
gospel might have been
shocked. 

Secondly the two women
are under a cloud in their own
cultures. Mary is an unmarried
mother-to-be. Elizabeth is eld-
erly and childless – another
major taboo. The two women
however are soon shown to be
full of faith and hope in God’s
promise – not just as a pious
thought, but to be fulfilled in
their lives. 

Elizabeth acknowledges
Mary as the mother of her
Lord, and refers to her own
unborn child who leapt in her
womb in a prophetic state-
ment-in-action when Mary’s
greeting was heard. In other
years, the angel of the Lord
announces God’s plan. This
year, it is a woman considered
to be more dead than alive be-
cause of her age and because
of her lack of son to care for
her who, along with her un-
born child, announces this
wonderful stage in God’s plan
for humanity. The final sen-
tence is ambiguous. Does
Elizabeth mean Mary or her-
self when she says, “blessed is
she who believed that the
promise made her by the Lord
would be fulfilled”? Perhaps it
refers to both. At any rate, it is
a wonderful acknowledge-
ment of God’s purpose at
work.
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Dr Laurence Whitley
I’M writing my log this week
on the Feast of St. Willibrord
(658–739 AD). Willibrord was
a missionary from
Northumbria, known as the
Apostle to the Frisians, in
what today would be the
Netherlands.

My interest in Willibrord
goes back to when I was
living in Northumberland, as
novice master for the
Passionists of North Europe.
On visits to our Dutch
Province I would always meet
people who spoke with great
love and affection for
Willibrord who brought the
faith to them back in the
7th/8th century.

The feast day sparked off
an extraordinary memory
from a time I was visiting the
Dutch Passionists in their
mother house at a place
called Haastrecht, about 25
miles from Utrecht, which is a
really beautiful city. While I
was there the community
hosted a meal, and among the
guests was an Irish girl who
played the viola in an
orchestra based in Utrecht.
She was placed beside me so
that we could chat away in
English as my Dutch was
non-existent. Almost
immediately she asked me if I
knew an Irish Passionist
called Father Herman, which
of course I did, God rest him.

Father Herman was a
lovely, but rather eccentric
man, a poet and a musician,
who was very much involved
in the Legion of Mary. He had
been a great friend and
confidante of Frank Duff, the
founder of the Legion of Mary,
and he inherited Frank Duff’s
bicycle when he died, keeping
it suspended from the ceiling
of his small cell in Mount
Argus monastery. 

Herman himself loved to go
cycling, especially to
Glendalough, site of the

monastic settlement in
County Wicklow founded by
St. Kevin in the 6th century.
Sometimes he would go there
and forget that he was due
back to celebrate the evening

Mass. When I was rector and
parish priest at Mount Argus,
he could at times frustrate
and infuriate me because of
his unpredictability, but I
could never stay angry with
him because I liked him so
much, and he was always
willing to help out if I was
under pressure – so long as
he remembered.

Glendalough was the
location for this story told to
me by the Irish viola player.
She was off somewhere with
the orchestra when her father
died and, for whatever
reason, the family was unable
to get in contact with her.
Funerals happen quickly in
Ireland and so, by the time
she found out, her father was
already buried. 

She went home, and one
day she was walking in
Glendalough, where her father
had often walked. She was
thinking about him and
feeling sad when she came
across Father Herman
pushing his bicycle up a
steep hill. She had never met
Father Herman before, but
they got talking and she told
him about her father and
about missing the funeral.
Herman asked her if her
father was also a musician,
which he was. Father Herman
then told her that he had
known her father, and had
once written a poem about
him, which he happened to
have in his jacket pocket at
the time. 

He then reached into his
pocket, produced the poem,
and gave it to her to keep.
She was overwhelmed, shed
floods of tears, and shed
them anew as she told the
story to me, and never forgot
Herman ever after. As I
always say, there is no such
thing as coincidence in the
life of faith, only providence.

Collect for the Feast of St.
Willibrord:

O Lord our God, you call
whom you will and send them
where you choose: We thank
you for sending your servant
Willibrord to be an apostle to
the Low Countries, to turn
them from the worship of
idols to serve you, the living
God; and we entreat you to
preserve us from the
temptation to exchange the
perfect freedom of your
service for servitude to false
gods and to idols of our own
devising; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Faith, providence and a cycling priest

Log
Fr Frank Keevins CP 
is parish priest of St
Mungo’s, Townhead
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ARCHBISHOP Tartaglia has
spoken warmly of the late
Minister of Glasgow Cathedral,
Dr Laurence Whitley, who has
died.

The Archbishop said: “I was
very sorry to hear of the death
of the Reverend Laurence
Whitley, former Minister of
Glasgow Cathedral. I offer my
prayerful sympathies to his
wife Catherine and family, and
to all who mourn his passing. I
enjoyed his company and I
appreciated his sensitivity to
the ecumenical dimension of
his position as Minister of the
historic Glasgow Cathedral. 

“He was one who truly
longed for the reconciliation of
the Christian churches. His
death is a loss to the Church of
Scotland and to all of us.”

His words were echoed by
Canon David Wallace, Chair of
Glasgow Churches Together.
He said: “Laurence was a
gentle giant in Glasgow’s
ecumenical scene for a
number of years. 

“As minister at Glasgow
Cathedral from 2007 until 2017
when he retired, he was
extremely welcoming and
generous with his time, talent
and hospitality. He cultivated
great friendships with
colleagues across the
ecumenical scene and
considered Glasgow Churches
Together members amongst
his closest friends. The
sentiment was entirely mutual! 

“There will, without doubt,
be many tributes paid to
Laurence for his kindly,
efficient ministry, particularly
in Montrose and at Glasgow
Cathedral. Rightly so. We have
lost a dear friend personally
and to the ecumenical
movement.

“An eloquent preacher,
Laurence played a key part in
major events in Glasgow
including the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee Service, the annual St
Mungo Festival and the
services which took place in
the aftermath of the Clutha
Vaults helicopter crash and the
Queen Street disaster. He was
regarded as one the City’s
chief spiritual leaders. May he
rest in peace and rise in glory.

Monsignor Gerry Fitzpatrick,
Musical Director of the
Archdiocese of Glasgow and a
friend of Laurence, said:
“Following the death of Dr
Laurence Whitley, we mourn
with his wife Catherine, his
children Hilary and Edward, all
whose lives were enriched by
him and all who knew him. 

“We very much missed
Laurence during his illness,
and now that he has gone to
the Lord, we take encourage -
ment from the church’s faith
that ‘if we have died with him
(Christ), then we shall live with
him.’ 

“Laurence’s immense
presence in ecumenical life in
Glasgow Churches Together
and at Glasgow Cathedral bore
fruit in the happy relations
among the churches – he
worked so hard at encouraging
the churches to take a fuller
part in the life of the city, in
organising services and events,
in his calm presence and
wisdom at meetings, in his wit,
diplomacy and good sense in
dealing with difficulties, in
shifting hundreds of chairs
with us for the St Mungo
Festival and other occasions, in
his sermons whether in the
Cathedral or the City Chambers,
in his many short talks for
radioalba.org – his contribution
has been immeasurable.

“The loss of a friend directs
our attention to ‘what next’?
‘No eye has seen or ear heard,
nor has it entered into the
heart of man to know the
things that God has prepared
for those who love him’ – our
faith sustains our hope that
Laurence has gone to a fuller
life, to the Banquet of the
Lamb. 

“Truly may he rest in
peace.”
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